
Seed Savers in Finland –the NGO “MAATIAINEN”
Riku Cajander, Biologist, Maatiainen

Omenatie 3 G, 02430 Masala, Finland

riku.cajander@luukku.com

In Finland the interest in traditional garden plants has been growing during the last 20 years and gardens have become one of the most popular hobbies. In this climate, and today also because of climate change, it was the right time to found the organization of Maatiainen in1989. 

The number of members in Maatiainen is about 1500 and it has recently been growing little by little.

Maatiainen wants to get members and the general public more interested in growing and in making experiments with older plant material, and to spread information and the good message about older, traditional garden plants.
The most important work Maatiainen is doing is conserving the seeds which our members are collecting, and which Maatiainen sells and delivers. In addition, every year the organization has two big marketing events for members, where seedling plants and seed samples of about 100-150 different heritage plants are sold, but also given away free.
Maatiainen publishes a magazine, coming out four times a year, where people can tell about their own experiences of growing older plant varieties and how to use them. Scientific notes about traditional plants and preserving these gene resources are given in the magazine, too.

The older races of Finnish domestic animals, like some races of cattle, sheep, and chickens, which are endemic to Finland, are also included in Maatiainen’s field of interest. 

In addition to the above activities, the organization arranges travels to places where interesting flora and older cultivated plant resources can be found. We have especially visited on the eastern border of Finland, where there are some Finno-Ugrian people living in Russia.

A great variety of seeds

Maatiainen has collected about 500-600 different species and varieties of seeds. Most of them are older perennial ornamentals, which have been growing in Finland for at least 50 years. Also some newer seeds are delivered, for instance seeds of some wild meadow plants and very ornamental flowers, which can be planted successfully in gardens. Most of these have become more rare in their natural habitats because of more intensive agriculture. 

Maatiainen is one of the very few instances in Finland where some older breeds of both kitchen vegetables and cultivated agricultural plants can be obtained.

For instance, we have the seeds of:
· older  broad bean (bondböna) varieties, Vicia faba
· seeds of old black oats (havre)

· a hull-less (naked) barley variety 

· seeds of an old Brassica rapa variety, “Kaski turnip“, which was earlier cultivated in slash-and-burn fields
As far as older stocks of kitchen plants, Maatiainen maintains the seeds or clones of different varieties of older Alliums, rhubarbs, and lovage (libbsticka, Levisticum officinale).
There are about 100 people in our organization who are collecting these seeds and we have also got some seeds from across the Russian border, too.

Now Maatiainen is facing many challenges:
· How to get younger people and young families more interested in older heritage plants. 

· How to get and to keep more exact information and records about the origin of our seeds.
· How to get older heirloom ornamental plants and bushes more widely grown in public places owned by the state, municipalities or companies.
To increase the biodiversity also in our gardens, Maatiainen is now trying to offer some new kinds of seed mixtures to garden people, which are important either for birds, butterflies or honey bees and other nectar insects and which originate from older heritage plant varieties.


